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STUDY ON POPULATION AND MORPHOMETRIC OF PIED WAGTAIL (Motaciila
alba} AT WINTER ROOSTING SITE IN LAMPANG PROVINCE
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ABSTRACT
The piéd wagtail (Motacillaalba) is a very common winter visitor in Thailand. This bird roosts in large
flocks on wintering grounds, which is of particular important for information exchanges and improved
predator detection. We studied the population structure and sexual size dimophism of the pied wagtail at a
winter roosting site in MaungLampang district, Lampang province. Birds were caught using mist nets, and
were identifled t6 subspecies level. We recorded the number of birds observed_in éach subspecies. Five
morphometric characters were taken to test for differences in body size between males and females. We
found that the population structure of the pied wagtail was biased toward one subspecies M. a.
leucopsis(94.4%), whilefew animals of the second subspecies, A, a. baicalensis(5.6%) were encountered.
Our results demonstrate that this area particularly supports a winter migration site forM. a. leucopsis. The
morphometric analyses of M. a. leucopsisshowed that males had significantly largerbody sizes than
fermales. This study is part of the long term bird migration study and may help in biodiversity conservation

and future planning.
Key words: migration, Motacilla, morphometric, roosting site.
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